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The Yuchi have been the most mysterious of all the 
tribes of eastern North America since the general subject of 
the origin and history of the American Indians became of 
interest to antiquarians and the literate public early in 
the nineteenth century. Their presence in the upper 
drainage of the Savannah River and among the foothills of 
the Appalachian mountains was first noticed by the colonial 
South Carolinians about 1690. They are presumed to have 
migrated into that area from somewhere to the north not long 
prior to that time. Whence they came has remained uncertain 
as their language was unlike any other known to nineteenth 
century linguists and the speakers of other Indian languages 
as well. There were two recorded exceptions to the latter 
assertion, however. William Bartram, eighteenth century 
botanist widely acquainted with Southeastern Indians and 
Thomas Woodward, a militia general of the War of 1812 and 
afterwards who knew the Creek and Yuchi on a personal basis, 
both said the Yuchi language was the same as that of the 


Shawano. This information only compounded the issue as all 
scholars involved in the matter assumed that the Shawano 
were the same people as the Shawnee. They knew that the 


Yuchi and Shawnee languages are completely unrelated! 


Once I had the rare opportunity to ask Samuel W. Brown, 
Jr., the elderly hereditary chief of the Yuchis, to explain 
to me the relationship between the Yuchi and the Shawnee. 
He responded that he would have to think about an answer. 
In а few days I received the following taped statement: 


"These people were the Choyaha or Yust _Wano, or 
better known today as Yuchis. And their or al name was 
Choyaha Wano, which was the governing word, as it is of 
today, from their starting point. 


“And their leader had many nations. Spiritually they 
inherited instilled in them their lineage for generations to 
come. They had a tribal town, a big one, at Coshafa. That 
is a Yuchi word. And it was said by the old people that was 
what they called Shalala Wano or Shawano, that they called 


themselves Shawanogee. That is not a Yuchi word. 
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"They traveled and branched off in different branches 


and from Shawanogee became known to the public and to the 
world as Shawnees. There was a big tribe of them and one 
bunch called itself Ispogegee: another  Kispogogee, and 


another Iste Muscoguigee, and the bast Muscovee." 


Recent historians studying the reports and journals of 
the earliest French missionaries and explorers into the 
Lzeyion south of the Great Lakes translated by James Gilmary 
Shea and Reuben Gold Thwaits are now aware that the Shawano 
were a peaceful, populous people who resided in some forty 
large towns —in the Ohio River drainage and controlled the 
vast region from the Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Savannah River valley. These historians know much that has 
not been within the ken of the ethnologists, linguists, and 
archaeologists who have been involved during the past 
century and a half in making sense of southeastern Indian 
history. They know that the Shawano were slaughtered and 
their towns destroyed during the period 1645 - 1670 by the 

and other Iroquois from New York and New Jersey using 
rearms they obtained in trade from the tch and Swedes. 


Tt was not merely the Shawnee who were destroyed. So 
were many of their allies. The Erie were so descimated that 
the tribe ceased to exist. The Miami, Illinois, Shawnee, 
and Sac and Fox were severely weakened and fled westward 
into the Upper Mississippi Valley. The surviving Shawano, 
Yuchis, and Abika moved south to live among kinsmen and 
alli who were principal components of both the Creek 
Confederacy and the Cherokee Nation. A few of these and a 
people called the Canas took refuge in William Fenn’s new 
colony and remained for a couple of generations before they, 


too moved south. 


So thorough was the destruction of the Shawano that 
their home territory and town sites lay abandoned for a half 
century or more before the Shawnee and Sac and Fox returned 
to claim their old towns on the Wabash and Upper Ohio 
rivers. 


South of the Ohio, the twin valleys of the Cumberland 
and Tennessee in what is now Kentucky and Middle Tennessee 
were never reoccupied by the native peoples and continued to 
be known as the “Darl and Bloody Land" until the time of the 
American Revolution. 


The mystery surrounding the Yuchis involved much more 
than simply their Language which they never taught to anyone 
outside their tribe and about which they encouraged the idea 
among other people at ik was too di 
less than a lifetime Ihe further m involve 
physical and political relationship tribes among 
whom they resided for many generations without physical 
admixture or political egrakion. Because of their 


3: 


Yuchi maintained their kribal identity for 
some three centuries while at the same time regularly 
holding positions of leadership in the government of the 
Creek Mation. 


My own research has been direc to the problem of 
identi fying the role of the Yuchi ın cooperation with other 
peaples, for example, the diverse penples of the Creek 
Confederacy. Î have drawn the following conclusions: 


The Yuchis are themselves an ancient confederation of 
earth people led by Sun and Moon people, the Zoyaha and the 
Yustafa wano. At some time in the more recent past they 


united with another earth-sky people they called the Sha Shahen 


people (wano). hajmeans both "serpent" and "eagle" in the A 
Yuchi language. The Shawano, then was a confederation of the 
original Yuchis and the Eagle=Serpent people. 

The Creek Confederacy maintained until this century a 
dual monarchy with a king of the gomand of the sun)who had 
well defined responsibilities and restrictions. The moon 


king presided in the ceremonial "peace" or "white" towns 
and the sun king was the leader of the "war" or "red" towns. 
Both positions were hereditary through the Women) of the 
dynastic line. The white king, named ushudgee" or 
“Birdtail" king, was supreme and acted for the entire 
confederation in times of peace and in all matters relating 
to peace. The same was true of "Zopathla," the "Sun Kings" 
in time of war or in matters relating to war. E 


This was the protocol which governed the Shawano, whose 
white kings were priests in the Order of the Four Roads and 
whose red kings were miccos or medicine men in_the Great 
Medicine Society. The sun king of the Shawano held 
sovereignty over the sun kings in the confederated towns, 
thereby earning the title "emperor" European colonists gave 
to persons of this position. Their emblem was the peacock. 
Their _totem was the falcon, that of their mothers and 


sisters was the crane or goose. ena. Ges 


The Creek Confederacy duplicated this arrangement 
exactly as did the Cherokee tribe prior to their successful 
revolt against Shawano dominance about 1750. 


There is only one more thing to be said about the 
Yuchis and that is that they came south in the latter 
seventeenth century and settled among their kinsmen, the 


Tukabatchee and the Apalachicola. The former was a(red/ town 
and the latter a'white) town. These became the head Pos of 
the Creek Confederacy The emperor known lo history was a 
Yuchi. This was а Grind) town (Би) It was also a Sha town, 
hence the name Cusha. 
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In Fakıstan and India a tew years ago 1 researched 
another people with the same name, Lushab, who were alsa 
Yuchi They were the people the Chinese called the Yueh- 
chi meaning “Hon Es le." Mecording to them these people 


were a branch of the or Eastern lartars. who several 
centuries before the Christian era, had pas into western 
Ғағ бабу. where they Founded an extensive empire, the limits 
of which enciosed the Chisese provinces af Tanauk and West 
kansu, with a part of South Thiangshan. 


About 200 E. ©. they were defeated by the Hiungnu and 
driven from their country. Fifty years later they were 
again defeated and driven farther westward. At that time 
they separated into twa divisions. The smaller of these 
moved southward  into(fibet, and the larger division called 
the Great hi. moved farther west and south and eventually 

© into E a) the present northeastern Afghanistan. 


Earlier there were the Shakyas who moved into Northern 
India. Euddha’s mother belonged to this people. His ВА 
father’s people re the koshala (Man-Bird). They were Kuala 
=) absorbed by the Magdhay who became the undisputed mast + 
а India by the ku of the fifth century E.C The ЕЕЕ 
rulers, themselves relatively new in Ehe region, were able - 
to ignore the Brahmans and court the allegiance of new ¢ 
ә social classes, the merchants and bankers. With their 
т support the Magdha rulers were free to turn to the newer / 
religions with their emphasis upon the individual rather 
than family or caste heritage. I believe it is easy to 
detect here a returning to the more ancient teachings of the 
ео! ше. called the Cosha, ar Cusha, who were 
certainly represented in the Kingdon of „ as the name 
Groves and of the Shaya, ("inseparable m Sha"), the 
Buddha*s own tribe. 


rn 
© The ruling family of the Úlagda/ were the Maurya, a Mor 
variant of the Sankrit word, Mayura meaning Peacock. Itis — 
not surprising that this family had a member with the name 
Chandragupta, “Sen f the Moon," or another whose name was 
Asoka, pronounced 4 cho-!a, meaning "sun" and "spirit" in 
the Yuchi religious language. Tt is also not surprising 
that these men became respectively, followers of the non- 
violent, learned orders of Jains and of Buddha. 
Chandragupta was reared to adolescence as a peasant and then 
adopted and educated at Taxila by a learned man, a Brahmin, 


naned Kautalya In this way Asoka had access to knowledge 
dating from long before the time of Buddha or of the Jain 
movement, but which influenced both. This was the source 
from which the Brahmins had sprung also; it was the religion 
taught by the followers of Sha. 7 

Asoka’s conversion to Buddhism was effected by a monk 
called Upagupta, whose name incorporates a Yuchi word we 


have already mek: умра, meaning "above. Gupta in this 


x 


contexl means "descended fram," so this man had "descended 
from above," in the manner of the Shawano. Asoka died about 
232 B.C. and his dynasty slowly declined until 7% H.C. when 
it was replaced by the Sungas. 


Meanwhile. the Yuchis were in the process of moving 
toward the borderiands of the Indian empire. A new dynasty, 
that of the Eushans, had been founded by one of Ehe five 
chieftains among whom Hactria was divided. The Kushan 
kingdom extended its power southward and eastward into 
India. There they headed a te E til about 400 
A.D. when it was replaced (бу noth dyna 1 ‚itself of 


Yuchi origin. 
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Ihe third and gre t of the Kushana kings was 
kanishka)(Feacock’s eye-man spirit). His name and policies 
as emperor prove that at least a cultural heritage had come 
to him From the Mauryas and Asoka., Kanishka embraced the 
Buddhist religion and it was during his reign that a 
Buddhist shrine and monastery were built on the already 
ancient citadel at Mohanjo-daro, the great city of the Indus 
abandoned about 1500 п. EC. Kanishka most certainly 
considered Buddhism to be a worthy successor of the ancient 
religion practiced there or this would not have been done. 
His name clearly indicates that he was part of the ancient 
Earth-Sky religion forthe purposes of which the structures 
on the artificial mound in the ancient city was intended. 


His personal heritage is revealed in a letter from a 
monk who had been invited by Kanishka to discuss Buddhist 
doctrines with him. The historian Rosenfield tells this 
story: 


"Being too old to travel, the monk put his advice into 
the form of a poetic epistle. He urged the king, for 
example, to give up hunting of wild beasts, exhorting him to 
iive an exemplary Buddhist life: "Train yourself in the way 
of your own people: born in the Fusa race, do not impair the 
household law of your ancestors, the suns of the Arya. And, 
urging Kanishka ko refrain from any killing, to be 
compassionate, the letter says, [Since we can not look upon 
the hurtful sun, act, Q Moon of Kings like the Moon." Qoa, net War 


As we know that Eanishka, being a Kushan, was a 
follower of the Sun and Moon. we suspect also that he 
believed all of the religions he permitked to be practiced 
in his empire pertaining to the worship af the one god. 
This was essential to the teachings of his own religious 
heritage as well as of the Buddhism he adopted 


Kaniska’s empire had two capitals. one of which was 
Iarila in whak 36 now northern Fakistan- Its original form, 
Tuckasila, indicates the Tuka people as the dominating e 
element of the population. Much archarolagical work has 
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been done there in this century beth by Lhe British and by 
the presento Fakistant government. There is а amseun in 
which is boused an е vo collection of art wort are 
stucco and stone from th nuns of Asoka’ s reign as well as 
that of Kenisbka. dn addition there are many ак} facts and 
a collection of magnificent gola jewelry found in the ruins. 
I made several visits to this museum and studied the i toms 
it houses with gr int ES 


A few miles away in the museum ak Peshawar is a relic 
casket from a nearby Buddhist stupa which was made to 


contain some of the physical remains of the Emperor 
Kanishka. It is an urn less than a foot tall and is 


beautifully carved from the hard gray schist of that region. 
On the lid in the place of a handle stands a three-inch-tall 
figure representing the emperor. He js flanked by figures 
personifying the Sun and Moon. 


` 
This seemed appropriate as I studied these figures, 
Here were the symbols representing the great sky-god in the 


pwo rts Eh d monk mentioned in his letter to his 
king. The implication was that Kanishka was descended from 
both. This would have told the story of the Kushan 


emperor’s identity even if I had not then looked at a freire 
in low relief which circles the rim of the vessel. When I 
found that it consisted of a row of geese with their necks 
stretched as though they wı 
Kanishka, alt igh a mighty king, _ 
follower of ha, also belonged to 
represented here by the geese. His 
Shalalapano (Goose Feople)). just as Chief Brown said the 
Yuchis were. That day I realized that the @sian Yuchis were 


indeed the same people as the Yuchis of North America. 
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